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EPS Geofoam

Used To Create Top Class Outdoor Hockey Rink
The University of Wisconsin recently constructed a new outdoor
ice rink to host the Camp Randall Hockey Classic. The players,
refs and over 55,000 fans didn’t know the fast action on the
ice was made possible by expanded polystyrene (EPS) geofoam.
While frequently used for highway embankments and fill for
roadbeds over unstable ground, structural support for an ice rink
may be a first for EPS geofoam.
The University had the rink created on the Badger football field.
Ice Rinks Events, a company that stages special events ice rinks,
was in charge of turning the turf into a NHL-sized, 200-foot
long by 85-feet wide rink. The “ice rink team” also included
SGA Production Staging, Inc., a company that often works with
Ice Rink Events and has been involved in staging for four Super
Bowls, and Plymouth Foam, an EPS manufacturing company in
Plymouth, Wisconsin.
Construction on the rink began January 25 and the rink was
ready for test use by February 1. The foam base decking used to
create the surface for the ice was installed during the first two
days followed by the installation of the rink matting, ice and
boards.
Jim Nugent, a manufacturer’s representative for Plymouth Foam,
was contacted by Patrick Selstram from Ice Rink Events. Selstram
and Nugent discussed the possibility of using EPS geofoam as
a platform for placing the ice surface for a UW outdoor hockey
game. Plymouth Foam’s expanded polystyrene (EPS) would
provide the rink base.
“The design challenge was to provide a level surface for the
construction of the ice rink on a football field that sloped in four
directions at about a ¼” per foot,” said Nugent. At the Camp
Randall Stadium the field is crowned with the highest point of
the field near the “W” at midfield and the playing surface drops
off toward the sidelines and goal lines.
Another design challenge was creating a level surface that could
handle the weight of a 10,000 pound ice resurfacing machine.

The “team” immediately saw the advantages of EPS with its
design flexibility and the capability to use a mixture of tapered
panels to level the field and provide a sound platform with
minimal deflection.
The rink ice began with a base layer that reached the top of
the mats, then about an eighth of an inch of sand was added
to cover the ice to provide some stability and insurance against
cracks in the playing surface. Another half inch of ice or so was
added on top of that, before the paint layer was added with
the lines and logos. One more layer of ice on top of the paint
completed the rink. Cooling pipes were run under the ice to
keep things cold in case of warm weather or to serve as a heat
exchange in case the weather got too cold. The exchange keeps
the ice at the proper temperature to prevent chipping.

